Math 419-Introduction to Algebra I Fall 2007 Information 
Instructor:
 
David Hemmer

Office: 


211 Mathematics Building

Email:


dhemmer@math.buffalo.edu  

Office Phone:

645-6284 x 137

Class Meetings:

MWF 1:00-1:50 in MATH 250






Lab  F 8-8:50 in MATH 150. 

Office Hours:
Monday 9-10, Wednesday 2-4, Friday 9-10.

Text:
Contemporary Abstract Algebras, Sixth Edition by Joseph Gallian.  You will not need to bring the text to class with you!

Contacting Dave:  
Email is probably the easiest way to contact me. If you are unable to make my office hours please feel free to schedule an appointment or drop by anytime. I will post my schedule on the class website early in the term.

Course Description:
This is an introduction to abstract algebra. In addition to learning the material, I hope the students will learn to write clear, coherent proofs and get a feel for what higher level mathematics is like. I hope to cover most of chapters 1-10 and 12-17 with additional topics as time permits. 

Class Website:  
All course material including homework assignments, solution sets, handouts and lots of other information will be posted on the class website:

http://www.math.buffalo.edu/~dhemmer/419F07.html
There is also a form on the website to leave anonymous feedback about the class.

Prerequisites:  
Math 309 with grade of C or higher; Math 311 with grade of C or higher
 recommended.
Quizzes: 
Throughout the term I will give frequent brief, unannounced vocabulary quizzes during class and/or recitation. These will cover only definitions. 
Homework:  
The homework assignments in this class will be vitally important, first to give you added experience by introducing more examples than we can cover in class.  Second by giving you experience writing mathematics. Since I like to post complete solutions on the website as soon as possible after the homework is due, I will not in general accept late homework unless prior arrangements have been made. I encourage students to work together on solving the problems, however you should write up the final solutions individually and be sure you understand all the work you turn in. Homework will usually be assigned every class, with all assignments due the following Wednesday. Homework is worth almost 25% of your grade so please take it seriously!

Exams:  
There will be two midterm exams. I will finalize the dates as early as possible during the semester. They likely will be during weeks 6 and 11.

Grading: 

I will determine your final grade out of 650 points follows:




Midterms:

200 points   (100 each)




Final Exam:

200 points




Quizzes:

100 points






Homework:

150 points


No one will receive a final grade lower than the usual grades (i.e. 90-100% A range, 80-89% B range, etc…).  The lowest homework and lowest two quiz grades will be dropped.

Missed Classes: 
I will not give makeup exams or quizzes for missed classes except for officially sanctioned absence . Please contact me well in advance if you know you will need to miss class.

Resigning/Dropping: 
The final day to drop a course (no record on your transcript) is September 7. The final day to resign from a course (R on your transcript) is November 9. If you are making up an incomplete from a previous instructor please see me to be sure you are following the proper procedures.

Missed Classes: 
Class attendance is generally expected. If you know ahead of time you will be unable to attend an examination for a valid reason, please let me know well in advance so we can make arrangements. 

Disabilities: 
If you have a disability (physical or psychological) and require reasonable accommodations to enable you to participate in this course, such as note-takers, readers, or extended time on exams and assignments, please contact the Office of Disability Services, 25 Capen Hall, 645-2608, and also me during the first two weeks of class. ODS will provide you with information and review appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations.

Academic Honesty: 
The student conduct rules at 
http://www.ub-judiciary.buffalo.edu/rulereg.shtml/ 
will be enforced. A random sample of examination papers may be photocopied. Any cheating on exams will be given the maximum punishment possible under the law. Working together on homework is acceptable, indeed encouraged. However each student should write up and understand his or her own assignment.  Please talk to me if you need clarification on the difference between collaboration and copying.
